Visual quality and commitment to
design: create a sense of place
With these design standards the City of
Nampa hopes to enhance the visual corridors within the city by requiring
thought to building and parking lot
placement, building and sign finishes,
colors and materials, utility and trash
enclosure screening, parking lot and
building lighting, and pedestrian assets
such as public seating, lighting, and
walkway connectivity.
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ENVISION NAMPA
The purpose of the Design Standards is to protect and
enhance the visual character and economic value of the
City's commercial corridors.

Design standards plan review is conducted prior to the application for a
building permit. Standards review findings may be appealed to the Planning
Commission for evaluation.
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Building and Site
Design Standards
An overview of the design
standards for construction along
Nampa’s main traffic corridors

What is the idea behind Design Standards?
Visual corridors are what we see along the routes
we regularly take to get from one place to
another, such as to and from home, work, school,
shopping or on vacations. People experience the
area from visual corridors, most often by
traveling through
it by automobile
on
roadways.
Thus,
people
experience their
surroundings, not
Buildings on the site are required to as one view, but
be a part of the streetscape instead
placed back behind large expanses as a series of
of parking lot area
views that blend
together and give
an
overall
impression of a
place. This series
of views is what
makes a region
feel like “home.” Visual corridors are also where
people can most easily see the loss of valuable
open space, pedestrian areas and landscape
features.
Design standards require that the general form
and appearance of structures along main streets
exhibit prominence and stature in the community.
Pride in the community is promoted by creating a
minimum standard of aesthetic criteria for new
and remodeled commercial projects. The general
form and appearance of structures serves to
enhance community image, thereby providing
aesthetic value which encourages investment in,
and the promotion of quality
development. The
proper
location of structures hope to
enhance the overall
appearance of the property
while being mindful of the
developments’ effect on
adjoining properties and visual
character as viewed from the
public right of way.

What are the standards and where will they be required?
The design standards review process will make sure that new
or remodeled developments in the
City of Nampa enhance their environment. All professional offices, commercial buildings, multi-family housing units, etc. are subject to design
Three textures colors or standards when located within spefinishes are required for cific zones. Call the Planning Departbuilding facades.
ment to determine your zone. Existing structures not changing occupancy or structures expanding less than 25 percent and single
family dwellings do not require design standards review.
Standards affect the location of structures in regards to streets
and residential properties; use of materials, such as finishes,
textures, and color; changes of wall and roof planes; landscaping around buildings; pedestrian areas including amenities such as seating and lighting; utility and trash enclosure
screening with landscaping or structure which matches the
main building; signage
shall match the building
façade; parking lot location to the rear and sides
of the structure; and
lighting with sensitivity
to the view from the
Free standing sign base which matches
street and adjoining resithe building in color and materials
dential areas.
What is not covered by design standards review? Building,
fire or engineering code compliance, planning requirements
such as setback compliance; building height limitations; parking quantities; permitted zoning uses; etc. are not reviewed
during building and site design standards review. These considerations are covered under other ordinances and reviewed
during Building Permit submittal plan review.

What steps are necessary to obtain approval? Review
and approval for projects less than five thousand square
feet in size or simple in nature will be conducted by City
of Nampa Planning Staff. Projects complicated in nature
or greater than five thousand square feet in size shall be
reviewed by the Building and Site Design Standards
Committee. This Committee meets at least once a month
and as necessary. Committee members are individuals
who live in Nampa and have a background and interest
in community design such as architects, engineers, planners, designers, developers, builders, and business persons.
The first step is to
submit an application
for Building and Site
Design Standards
Review to the City of
Nampa Planning Department. Applications and submittal requirements can be found on the
City of Nampa’s web site under the Planning Department’s downloads or hard copies can be picked up at
Nampa City Hall. Some of the submittal requirements
include a color rendering, a description of material
choices, pedestrian amenity details, and a site plan including landscaping .
What happens and when? When you submit a complete application for Design Standards approval: the
application is scheduled for either Planning Staff or
Building and Site Design Standards Committee review.
If the design application is approved, then the applicant
is ready to submit an application for a Building Permit.
If the design standards application requires corrections
then the applicant is asked to re-submit with corrected
changes prior to building permit submittal.
Is there an appeal process?
Staff decisions may be appealed
to the Building and Site Design
Standards Committee. Decisions by the Standards Committee may be appealed to the
Planning Commission for review as a business item on the
Commission’s regular meeting
agenda.

