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Nampa residents who don't like federal government-imposed regulations have another reason to
be unhappy. Homeowners will now have to pay $3 a month, and nonresidential property owners
must pay $3 a month for every 3,650 square feet of hard surfaces they own, in order for the city to
meet federal Clean Water Act requirements.
The money will pay for a new program, starting in June, that will implement steps to help the city
manage stormwater and reduce pollution. Because ofNampa's population growth, the
Environmental Protection Agency has required the city to do this.
Stormwater gathers in drains when it rains, snow melts and we water our lawns. This water runs
over soil and pavement, collecting pollution from litter, oil, gas, soap and fertilizer as it goes to the
drain. The new Nampa program has been mandated by the EPA to help reduce that pollution and
keep the drainage system working properly.
The money raised will go to educate the public on how stormwater affects local waterways and
how they can reduce pollution, and help them take action to do so. It will find how nonstormwater waste is entering storm drains and prevent it from happening. Contractors and
homeowners will get help reducing runoff from sites and projects.
Some Nampans are unhappy, saying the city should tell the feds to take a flying leap and refuse to
implement the program.
That's not an option. You saw how well that worked when Canyon County tried to thumb its nose
at the Department of Environmental Quality in regards to implementing a vehicle emissions
testing program. DEQ forced the county to do it, anyway.
IfNampa ignored EPA, the city would wind up in costly litigation and, in all likelihood, still have
to put in a stormwater program - and it would probably cost you a lot more than $3 a month.
Some are blaming the city for this- including Mayor Tom Dale- and are claiming better
management of and preparation for growth could have prevented this. But it's hard to imagine
how city officials could have anticipated the kind of rapid growth the city has seen- a 56 percent
population increase from 2000 to 2009. And growth brings with it challenges and responsibilities.
There are many who believe the EPA has gotten too big for its britches - including some in
Congress. A lot of people, for example, thought the EPA had no authority to step in and regulate
greenhouse gas emissions when Congress failed to pass cap-and-trade legislation.
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If you want to see EPA de fanged, contact your national legislators and urge them to rein it in. But
until then, Nampa really doesn't have much choice but to implement the stormwater utility
program.
• Our view is based on the majority opinions of the Idaho Press-Tribune editorial board. Members
of the board are Publisher Matt Davison, Managing Editor Vickie Holbrook and community
members Tim Vandeventer, Sandi Levi, and Brandon Scholl, all ofNampa; Opinion Editor Phil
Bridges and community member John Blaisdell of Caldwell, and Alex Zamora of Wilder.
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