MERCURY IN
EDUCATION
Mercury is a naturally

WHAT TO DO IN CASE
OF A SPILL
For small spills on a flat surface, clean the
mercury up with a mercury spill kit. If the

occurring metallic element that is

surface is uneven or general concerns

found in trace amounts in the air,

exist, isolate the contaminated area and

water and soil. Mercury is most

call the Idaho State Communications

familiar in its elemental form,

Center at (800) 632-8000 or (208) 846-

which is a heavy, silvery liquid.
Many different devices found in
schools contain mercury. These

MERCURY
PREVENTION

7610.
In case of a spill over one pound, you must
report it to the EPA through the National
Response Center at (800) 424-8802.
Additional prevention measures can be

devices range from thermometers,

found at www.deq.idaho.gov/mercury-

scientific equipment to fluorescent

pollution-prevention.

light bulbs to the light switches
found in schools.
The best way to remove potential
hazards of mercury is to simply
remove these potentially harmful
devices.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT

There are many products that can
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be purchased which do not contain

Wastewater Division

mercury and are much safer for the
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people who work, play, and learn in
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these environments.

wwtp@cityofnampa.us
208-468-5840

REDUCE COSTS,
POLLUTION &
HELP PROTECT THE
TREASURE VALLEY'S
WATER SUPPLY

BEST PRACTICES
CHECKLIST
Educational facilities should
work to protect the
environment against mercury
pollution by educating our
community about the proper
disposal methods.

DO
Take inventory of the various
mercury devices
Replace fluorescent bulbs
with LED lightbulbs

DON'T
Purchase new equipment or
lightbulbs that contains
mercury
Use a vacuum cleaner to
clean up mercury. This will
put mercury particles in the
exposure
Use a broom to clean up
mercury. This will cause the
mercury to break into
smaller droplets, increasing
potential contamination
Dispose of mercury down the
drain. It may get stuck and

instruments with devices

cause problems over time

mercury
Educate students on the
hazards while working with
mercury and the problems it
has with our ecosystem
Limit the use of mercury and
strive to become a mercuryfree zone

Don't pour mercury down the
drain. It can damage your pipes,
allow particles into the air, and
negatively impact the operations
of the wastewater treatment plant.

air and increase the odds of

Replace outdated
that no longer contain

PROPER DISPOSAL
OF MERCURY

Store equipment that
contains mercury in areas
where a floor drain is present

Mercury can be recycled. Always
recycle your devices that contain
mercury through a hazardous
waste company. Many times the
supplier of the equipment offer a
take-back program.
Many landfills will not take
mercury containing devices or
mercury waste. This will require a
hazardous waste company to
receive the devices that contain
mercury.

